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indexed. Not illustrated. 1882 edition. Excerpt: .This is only fair to the competitors, as many words vary in
different lexicons, and, if not spelt according to one authority, are apt to cause bickering and unpleasantness.
Having decided on the prizes, which are on show on the evening of the competition, you arrange with an
impartial and well-educated person as interlocutor, and it is often as well to have an umpire, whose decision
shall be final. On the evening of the contest the competitors are ranged in a half circle, the public being
admitted to the proceedings at a fee of 6d., which will help to swell the funds of the charity, and the words are
then put to each one in turn, no two competitors to be asked the same question, but each to have two tries, a
black mark to go down to the one who does not spell the word correctly the first time, two if failing both times,
and if missing three words to retire from the bee. Twelve words are a good number, but if the competitors show
extraordinary ability, the number of words can be added to, and the one spelling the greatest number to take
the first prize, We would counsel the interrogator to prepare a lengthy list of questions before the day arrives,
as by so doing he will be able to make a thorough good hard selection. Also have the dictionary by whose
decision you abide by handy, in case anyone should wish...
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