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usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1823 edition. Excerpt: . . . Saxon jurisprudence had established an ample gradation of judicatures,
which diverged in different ramifications from the kings court into every hamlet in the kingdom: but of the
persons invested with judicial authority very few were Chron. Sax. 98. Leg. Sax. 8--46. CHAP, qualified for so
important an office. Almost all ----were ignorant: many were despotic. The powerful refused to acquiesce in
their decisions; and the defenceless complained of their oppression. Both had frequent recourse to the equity of
Alfred, who listened as cheerfully to the complaints of the lowest as of the highest among his subjects. Every
appeal was heard by him with the most patient attention: in cases of importance he revised the proceedings at
his leisure; and the inferior magistrates trembled at the impartiality, and severity of their sovereign. If their fault
proceeded from ignorance or inadvertence, they were reprimanded or removed according to the magnitude of
the offence: but neither birth, nor friends, nor power, could save the corrupt or malicious judge. 28 He-was
made to suffer the punishment, which he had unjustly inflicted; and, if we may believe an ancient authority,
forty-four magistrates were by the kings order exec. uteri in one year for their informal and iniquitous
proceedings. 27 This se 51 Asser, 09--71. Miroirdes Justices, p. 290. ed. 1043. It was written by Andrew Horne
under Edward I. or Edward Il. Some of the cases are curious. Thus Athulf was executed because he had
condemned Cojping, who was...
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