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indexed. Not illustrated. 1905 Excerpt: .can easily be separated from the capsule of the lens; it is then said to be
ripe for operation, since it can be extracted without leaving much if any of the cortex behind, thus diminishing
the chances of subsequent opacity (after-cataract). Fig. 200.--Senile Nuclear Cataract. A, Seen with Oblique
lllumination; J3, Section of the Lens; C, Seen wid the Ophthalmoscope. 4. Hypermature Stage.--The cataract
may continue in the mature stage for a long time. If changes continue, the surface of the lens loses its radial
markings and becomes homogeneous, or presents irregular spots. The cataract may continue to lose water,
and thus a shrunken, dry, flattened mass results (shrunken cataract), with some deepening of the anterior
chamber. Or, the cortex may become soft, liquid, and milky, and the nucleus sink to the bottom of this fluid
(Morgagnian cataract), the cataract appearing white with a brownish coloring below. Very old hypermature
cataracts often present the deposit of cholesterin or of lime salts; the latter change (chalky cataract) is found
chiefly in complicated cataracts. The anterior capsule may become thickened and opaque (capsulo-lenticular
cataract). The lens (and iris) may become tremulous through stretching of the suspensory ligament. For these
reasons, operation upon overripe cataract is less favorable and more difficult than during the mature period.
Pathology.--Senile cataract results from shrinkage of the nucleus together with the lens fibres, and presence of
fluid in the spaces thus created. The lens fibres then swell, become cloudy, and disintegrate. The nucleus...
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