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illustrated. 1919. Excerpt: . . . too, arable was being converted into pasture, and population was drifting towards
the towns. (1) The Heritage of the Rural Peasantry The comparisons between town and country, between the
agricultural life and the condition of manufacturers, which occur in the social writings of the period,
presuppose generally a degree of economic differentiation which was not realised in practice. At the same time,
while emphasising the moral effects of a division of labour in the manufacturing industries, they ignore
corresponding changes which affected agriculture, slowly modifying the social environment and transforming
the mediaeval peasant into the labourer of modern times. Nevertheless they illustrate a crisis in the general
course of social evolution, and incidentally mark the connection between two stages of mental growth--the
stage during which education springs naturally from the experiences of daily life, and the stage in which a
specialised system of industry demands a special instrument of training and instruction. If in many districts on
the eve of the Industrial Revolution it was becoming natural to associate manufactures with urban
surroundings and to regard the industries of the town as a refuge for families displaced from agricultural want
of exertion, and an extravagance in keep, especially in beer, more than counterbalance the disparity in wages
(Marshall, Rural Economy of the Midland Counties (1790), i. 131, an area which had suffered from some of the
least social forms of enclosure, see Slater, op. cit., . x. ). The Axholme settlements, it may be...
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