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illustrated. 1836. Excerpt: . . . the shepherd said in Virgil when the road was long and heavy. Can yim possibly
think he can, neglect you If you catch yourself thinking such nonsense, your parts are decayed; for, believe me,
great geniuses must and do esteem one another, and | question if any others can esteem or comprehend
uncommon merit. Others only guess at that merit, or see glimmerings of their minds; a genius has the intuitive
faculty; therefore, imagine what you will, you cannot be so sure of any mans esteem as of his. If | can think that
neither he nor you despise me, it is a greater honour to me by far, and will be thought so by posterity, than if all
the House of Lords writ commendatory verses upon me, the Commons ordered me to print my works, the
Universities gave me public thanks, and the King, Queen, and Prince crowned me with laurel. You are a very
ignorant man; you do not know the figure his name and yours will make hereafter. | do, and will preserve all
the materials | can that | was of your intimacy. Longo, sed proximus, intervallo. The world will certainly be the
better for his (Lord Bolingbrokes) change of life. He seems, in the whole turn of his letters, to be a settled and
principled philosopher, thanking Fortune for the tranquillity he has been forced into by her aversion, like a man
driven by a violent wind, into a...
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