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download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1853 Excerpt: . . . Mr. Bell, in his inquiry whether peace or war be probable in Europe, or whether, in
the event of a war, the United States is likely to be involved in it. I will not inquire whether Cuba, in a military
point of view, is an important acquisition for the United States, and necessary to its safety. Nor will I indulge in
vaticinations of what the present generation is to see in the character of the improvements of the country. I do
not know, sir, how many roads will span the continent from ocean to ocean at the end of the existing
generation. I Nor is it pertinent to the issue that is now pending before the Senate, whether one or more shall
follow this one which is now in contemplation. Nor will I pursue the traces of my honorable friend from
Connecticut, Mr. Smith, and inquire whetherit would be competent for England or any belligerent Power, with a
single privateer to lay San Francisco under contribution and conquer from us our Pacific possessions. Nor will I
indulge, sir, in ante facto encomiums upon the incoming President. I shall rather trust to my acts than to my
words, to show that my course of conduct towards his Administration, when he comes to be installed into
power, will not be a factious one. Sir, I regard it as unsafe, altogether unsafe, to venture upon any great
laudations of any officer in advance. Sir, even when they ore indulged...
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