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good covey is put up, that the parent birds, desirous of securing the safety of their progeny, will first spring
upon the wing to lead the way for the rest of the family. It is then the shooter s object to bang at the first bird
that rises; and if he can manage to kill both the old cock and the hen, and then divide the remainder of the
covey, he may probably succeed in bagging every bird, as the young brood, losing the guidance of their
parents, become confused and fearful, and are then easily killed. But, if the greedy shooter fires into the whole
covey at once, with both barrels, wounding more than he kills--many of the birds probably dying a lingering
death at the bottom of some hedge-row, or other place of fancied security, to which they may, in their distress,
have resorted--the skilful shooter adopts a far diGerent plan. He walks carefully and coolly up to his dogs; and,
taking a deliberate aim, kills his birds right and left in the most scientific manner. His eye correctly measures the
distance. If the bird he aims at flies immediately before him down the wind, rising at a very rapid rate, he fires
just above him, or well in advance, if he...
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