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illustrated. 1881 edition. Excerpt: . . . energy. Some tour years back there appeared in Punch a picture
somewhat of the Corsican Brothers order. This picture, as far as I remember it, consisted of a lady sitting in her
drawing room in England, and looking at the part of the room where one would expect to see t e wall, but
where instead she sees projected into space her daughters playing lawn-tennis in India. Pum: , no doubt,
regarded this picture as a sort of philosophers dream; but it at once occurred to my colleague, Professor Perry,
and myself, then n Japan, that we really had the means in our power of realising this dream. For, when a
galvanic battery sends an electric current through a piece of selenium, the current, as was discovered by Mi-.
Willoughby Smith in 1873, is increased by allowing light to fall on the selenium, and the eater the intensity of the
light the greater is the increase of current. Igliis phenomenon is popularly attribnted to a diminution of
resistance of the selenium by light, but as Mr. Perry and myself have explained to the Physical Society, we have
reasons for thinking that this curious eFect may, perhaps, be due simpl to a direct conversion of light energy
into electric energy. However, be that as it may, I will now show you experimentally how Professor Perry and
niyself propose employing this property of selenium to enable us o See by Electricity. Sn pose we in London...
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