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and Ink: A Mosaic of Motherhood. Creating a Template of Possibility for Our Children Culturally, the image of
the mother is often perched atop a pedestal of purityu2014she is supposed to be long-suffering, patient, never
ruffled, always available, unconditional, and beaming white light. But there is another side. Many women find
that motherhood challenges them with a scale of extremes u2013 love and terror, joy and frustration,
inspiration and exhaustion. They discover that to have a child means to live with their hearts outside of their
bodies. It also means navigating what can feel like a great divide between caring for their children and caring
for themselves as individuals. Mothers are often doing invisible work, work that rarely gets rewarded. Mothers
struggle to find balance between attentive parenting and the pursuit of their individual dreams. We believe that
a motheru2019s achievements serve as a template of possibility for our childrenu2019s lives. If thereu2019s one
prime lesson a woman learns when she becomes a mother itu2019s that she wonu2019t make it very far
through these challenges without the support of other mothers. Milk and Ink: A Mosaic of Motherhood is an
anthology comprised of writing mothers who have gathered their words to celebrate the duality and intensity
of being both mother and writer; it aims to appeal to mothers of all stripes, whether they write or not. Milk and
Ink will feature new and established writers including Caroline Leavitt, Tracey Slaughter, Ellen Meister, Justine
Musk and more, with a wide scope of experience, ethnicity and points of view, and features poetry, fiction, and
essays. While Milk and Ink is focusing on the experience of motherhood, we also hope that our stories speak to
everyone: fathers, daughters,...
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