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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1864 Excerpt: .feeds upon dead watersnails, fish, and any animal offal which chance
may throw in its way. It is also destructive to many living occupants of the pond. YMENOPTEROUS INSECTS are
distinguished by the possession of four membranous wings. During flight, however, the posterior and anterior
pair are hooked 1 together, giving their possessors V b the appearance of Dipterous or two-winged insects. The
insects of this order are remarkable for the great development of their instinctive faculties, and their
locomotive power is also very considerable. The families wherein we find the most familiar species are the
FoRMicnxE (ants), VESProa: (wasps), and the Apld-e (bees). With the exception of the hive-bee, there is, perhaps,
no insect whose history is more replete with interest than that of the Ants (Formicidm), to which family belong
many foreign as well as native species, each, (especially the termites or white ants of Bananas) demanding
careful study and attention. It is needful, however, at present, to confine our attention to our native species,
whereof five have been described by Gould: --1, Formica-mfa (hill ant); 2, F. fuliginosa (jet ant); 3, F. rubra (red.
ant); 4, F. flava (yellow ant); 5, F.fusca (small black ant). The community of ants, like that of the hive-beeg, is
composed of males, females, and neuters, which undergo regular transformations, the females continuing in
the second or pupa state about six weeks, whilst the males remain only a month in this condition. De Geer has
noticed that the...
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