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Dale Street Book Company, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 280 x 216 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book. A favorite of the United States Army Infantry School, The Defence of Duffer s Drift is
a valuable instruction in the art of close quarters combat. One veteran recently observed that the war in
Afghanistan might have fared better if commanders had not ignored the basic lessons taught in Duffer s Drift.
Originally published in 1904 by Major General Sir Ernest Dunlop Swinton, when he was still a captain, it remains
relevant even in today s battlefields. The fictional main character is Lieutenant N. Backsight Forethought,
commander of a 50-man reinforced platoon during a fictional encounter in the Boer War. BF, as he is known to
his friends, is ordered to hold at all costs a key piece of ground known as Duffer s Drift. This is BFs big chance to
prove himself on the battlefield and he is ready for the glory, or so he thinks. In a series of six scenarios he calls
dreams, BF tries to solve tactical issues facing a young commander and his men assigned to a remote location
with minimum supplies and maximum exposure to the enemy. In the first dream BF makes basic tactical errors
that he summarizes in lessons learned at the end of the dream. In the second dream, he incorporates the
lessons learned from the first dream and builds on them to improve his tactical effectiveness. Still, he makes
new errors based on new challenges and at the end of the second dream, converts them as well into lessons
learned. This continues until the sixth dream when he finally succeeds, drawing on all the lessons learned in the
previous five dreams. General Swinton s contribution to the revolution in...
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