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. 11 retary. The focus of this position would be broad in scope and focus on the specific interests of the
Secretary and provide assistance on a wide variety of health-care areas related to the broader sphere of health
care, womens issues, and other related itopics. s Th new position would be unprecedented in DVA history but
would be consistent with similar positions at the Department of Health and Human Services as well as in the
O@ice of the Surgeon General. This advisory position would also send a posi-tive message to all VA nurses in the
field, as well as to those in the broader nursing community. It would communicate that the role of a nursing is
valued within the DVA and that nursing is important enough to the mission of the DVA to make this positive
change. CONCLUSION I again thank you Mr. Chairman for holding this very important hearing. A com-mitted
and satisfied nursing workforce caring for our Nations veterans is necessary to sustain the high quality care our
veterans currently receive. NOVA seeks the as-sistance of the Senate Veterans A@airs Committee and urges
quick action to address these issues, as the nursing shortage has reached crisis proportions. There is no re-lief
on the horizon without the help of this Committee. OCKEFELLER Chairman R. Thank you very much, and that
was perfect timing. Ms. McMeans STATEMENT OF SANDRA McMEANS, REPRESENTATIVE, AMERICAN NURSES
ASSOCIATION, MARTINSBURG, WV Ms. M M. Good morning, Chairman...
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